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Introduction 

Good Morning, Chair Dowell and Members of the Committee on Human Relations.  Thank you 

for holding this hearing today. My name is Julie Justicz; I am here representing Chicago 

Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights, an organization founded in the crucible of our nation’s 

civil rights movement and still working to secure racial equity and economic justice for all. Our 

efforts focus on education equity, housing opportunity, community economic development, 

voting rights and civic participation, and hate crime prevention. As lawyers and advocates 

working in partnership with community organizations and the private bar, we fight 

discrimination that appears in old and familiar forms, as well as in new, sinister disguises. 

  

Background 

The current presidential administration has promulgated ill-thought policies that target the basic 

freedoms of many. A week after his inauguration, President Trump turned his vitriolic campaign 

rhetoric into action, by signing an executive order banning the nationals of seven Muslim-

majority countries from entering the country; the order also halted the entry of refugees for 120 

days, and barred Syrian refugees indefinitely. The travel ban applied even to legal permanent 

residents, many of whom had lived in the United States for years, as well as students and others 

holding valid visas. Federal courts acted fast, stopping implementation of the order. A second, 

watered-down version of the Muslim ban issued on March 6, 2017 also did not pass muster with 

the courts. They enjoined the travel bans because they recognized the intent was to 

unconstitutionally exclude Muslims from the United States. As a legal civil rights organization, 

Chicago Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights is proud to have signed onto multiple amicus 

briefs successfully challenging the President’s unconstitutional travel ban. 

We applaud the City Council for considering this Prohibition on Participation in Registry 

Programs. We need such an ordinance to make a stand against travel bans and similarly over-

reaching, discriminatory federal policies and rhetoric that affect our diverse and proud city life 

and marginalized community members including Muslims. We must ensure all new and 

longtime Chicagoans know that they can access city services, reach out to the police when 

needed, talk to their school officials, and enter medical facilities, without concern of their 

personal information being shared for creation or inclusion in a national registry. 

 

Make no mistake, registry programs have never worked out well for the registered and they have 

not strengthened our national security. And a registry is a threat to the rights of all of us, not just 

Muslims. One of our nation’s most notorious and shameful events, the internment of Japanese 

Americans during WWII, started with the Alien Registration Act of 1940, and it is now widely 

acknowledged that this was done for racist purposes and did not keep Americans safer. In the 



 

1980s and 90s, as our nation faced the beginnings of the AIDS epidemic, we had to fight 

numerous attempts to identify, register and quarantine gay men and HIV positive individuals. 

William F. Buckley infamously penned an op-ed in the New York Times saying that “everyone 

detected with AIDS should be tattooed.” There was an AIDS-quarantine ballot initiative in 

California, and various states threatened or passed conditional quarantine measures.  As someone 

who personally worked with numerous gay and HIV-positive Chicagoans during that time, I can 

tell you, that whatever the proffered reason, the impact of such proposals was to isolate, shame, 

and cause real harm: Businesses fired their HIV+ workers. Kids were kept out of school. 

Families disowned their own relatives out of ignorance and fear. Far too many people died alone. 

We must also confront our country’s history of unfair surveillance of African Americans at many 

points in time, contributing to discrimination, intimidation, oppression, and violence. We all 

have too much at stake to remain silent in the face of the threats by the current presidential 

administration. 

 

Impact on Current Work at Chicago Lawyers’ Committee 

Two months ago, I testified to this Committee on the work of our Hate Crime Project, and the 

need for increased education, training, and resources to help protect individuals and communities 

targeted by hate, in the wake of the “Trump effect.” Our nation and our city have experienced a 

dramatic uptick in hate crime and hate incidents, especially against Muslims, Jews, immigrants, 

refugees, LGBTQ people, people with disabilities, and people of color. Hate crimes against 

Muslims increased 67% nationwide between 2014 and 2015; there is solid evidence to indicate 

that the shameful trend continues. We need to encourage reporting by victims and witnesses, to 

assure those hurt by hateful words, acts of vandalism, and violence that our City will stand with 

them, and fight back against intolerance. Our Hate Crime Project continues to get calls from 

men, women, teens and children who have been threatened or attacked. “We don’t need you 

here.” “This is America, go back to where you came from.” These sentiments are often followed 

by hateful epithets and terrible acts of violence. I have led trainings on hate crime, where 

members of Muslim, immigrant, African American, LGBTQ communities say that they are 

scared to report incidents to police: Scared of how they will be treated and how their personal 

demographic information will be handled.  

 

The palpable threat of a Muslim registry is one of the reasons that people are so scared. The 

threat feels real to many of our clients and community members not only because of the current 

presidential administration, but also because of the hate and even state-sanctioned discrimination 

that Muslim community members and those perceived to be Muslim have experienced for many 

years, particularly after the tragic events of September 11, 2001. Some might be surprised to 

know that Muslims in Chicago and across the country were subjected to a Muslim registry not 

long ago. As documented by non-profit, non-partisan organizations such as Council on American 

Islamic Relations Chicago (CAIR-Chicago) and South Asian Americans Leading Together 

(SAALT), the National Security Entry-Exit Registration System (NSEERS) was established in 

2002 by the Department of Justice and resulted in a wide scale registration program targeting 

males from countries with Muslim-majority populations. The implementation of NSEERS was 



 

controversial from the start because of the discriminatory nature of the program. It led to 

widespread fear, confusion, and harsh immigration consequences within Arab, Middle Eastern, 

Muslim, and South Asian communities across the country. NSEERS has been widely 

acknowledged as a counterproductive response to the September 11th attacks, an ineffective way 

to fight terrorism, and a clear example of racial and religious profiling. The Obama 

administration dismantled NSEERS in December of 2016. If the City of Chicago also acts to 

prohibit such registries, it will help reassure community members across the city. Lessening their 

fears of discrimination will increase safety and security for all of us. 

 

Chicago Lawyers’ Committee has worked closely with the Chicago Commission on Human 

Relations to fight hate crime for almost 30 years. Today, we offer our support for the proposed 

ordinance, Prohibition on Participation in Registry Programs. We need to assure Chicagoans, no 

matter their immigration status, that they will be protected, that they are vital to a healthy, 

diverse community, and essential to our pluralistic culture.  

 

Our Chicago. One City. Three million individuals, one unified presence. We must stand together 

to protect one another. That is the promise of the ordinance under consideration and for that 

reason, Chicago Lawyers’ Committee supports its prompt passage. Thank you. 

 

 

 


