
 
 
August 21, 2017  
 
Steve Sandvoss  
Executive Director  
Illinois State Board of Elections  
2329 S. MacArthur Blvd.  
Springfield, IL 62704  
 
Dear Executive Director Sandvoss,  
 
On behalf of Just Democracy Illinois, I write again to respectfully urge you to deny the renewed 
request of Kris Kobach, Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity 
(“the Commission”).  Just Democracy Illinois is a broad-based and diverse coalition that works to 
protect and promote the value of a single vote, no matter the geographic, racial, ethnic, or party 
affiliation of the voter.  We thank you for considering our June 30 letter regarding the 
Commission’s initial and extremely broad request.  We appreciate the State Board of Elections’ 
July 7 denial of the Commission’s request, pursuant to Illinois law.  Because the Commission has 
still failed to give adequate assurances that it will sufficiently safeguard voter privacy, or that it is 
using voter data for a genuine governmental purpose, its renewed request should be denied as well. 
 
We continue to have serious concerns that the privacy of each of Illinois’s eight million voters 
would be violated by fulfilling the Commission’s request, even in its revised form.  Our state and 
local laws and policies protect the confidentiality and privacy of voter registration data and outline 
procedures for accessing certain categories of voter information.  The Commission’s broad-
sweeping request still poses numerous privacy and security risks, as set forth in more detail in a 
July 28 letter to the State Board of Elections from national Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights.  
Voters in Illinois and across the country have been contacting election officials asking to be 
removed from the rolls rather than have their personal information turned over to the Commission.  
The Commission should have the burden of demonstrating that voter information will be kept 
private and secure, especially given the ongoing threats to election security both locally and 
nationally.  We urge the State Board of Elections to refrain from turning over our voter information 
until the Commission has sufficiently safeguarded against misuse of this information.  
 
Additionally, even though Illinois law permits governmental agencies to request voter data for 
governmental purposes, the Commission has not yet demonstrated that the data will be used for a 
genuine and appropriate governmental purpose.  Instead, the Commission’s work suppresses 
voters and perpetuates debunked myths of widespread voter fraud.  The conduct and public 
statements of the Commission’s leadership provide ample reason to be cautious and critical of the 
Commission’s purposes and activities.  The data requested has been shown to be insufficient to 
yield accurate conclusions about voter fraud or effectively address voter fraud, especially without 



meaningful engagement of state and local election authorities.  Given the sensitivity of the data 
requested and the potential to misuse this data for voter suppression, it should not be assumed that 
this Commission will serve a genuine or permissible governmental purpose simply because it is a 
governmental entity.  At the very least, the State Board of Elections should request further 
explanation about how specifically the Commission will use voter data. 
 
We acknowledge that there is value in working collaboratively with the federal government and 
other states to improve our elections.  But such collaborations must be in good faith with the shared 
goal of improving access to eligible voters while ensuring integrity of our elections.  We appreciate 
the State Board of Election’s participation in governmental forums, hearings, and discussions on 
elections, such as the March 9, 2017 meeting on Illinois voting rights hosted by the bipartisan 
United States Commission on Civil Rights. 
 
In the last decade, Illinois has led the nation in expanding access to the ballot from online voter 
registration and Election Day registration to automatic voter registration, which the state 
legislature passed unanimously thanks to the leadership of Democratic and Republican lawmakers 
working together with public servants in the State Board of Elections, Office of the Secretary of 
State, and other state agencies.  These efforts are bringing more eligible voters into our democracy 
and improving the fairness and integrity of our elections.  Illinois must avoid taking actions that 
will diminish these achievements or lessen voters’ trust.  
 
The voters of Illinois deserve better than to have their personal information manipulated for an 
agenda of excluding voters from our elections.  As we continue to work in partnership with you to 
improve our state’s voting systems, we ask that you deny the renewed request from the Presidential 
Advisory Commission on Election Integrity and request more information from the Commission 
regarding its privacy and security protocols and its specific plans regarding use of voter data.  We 
must protect the right of every eligible voter, regardless of their political affiliation or identity, to 
have a voice in our democracy.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 

Ami Gandhi 
Director of Voting Rights and Civic Empowerment  
Chicago Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights 
  
Just Democracy Illinois is led by a steering committee that includes Asian Americans Advancing 
Justice Chicago, CHANGE Illinois, Chicago Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights, Chicago Votes, 
Common Cause Illinois, Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights, and Illinois PIRG. 
	


