
HOW TO VOTE

FEBRUARY 2019
IF YOU HAVE PREVIOUSLY BEEN

CONVICTED OF A CRIME IN ILLINOIS

Even if you have previously been
convicted of a crime, you will most
likely still be able to vote in the
Chicago general election on February
26, 2019.

33%

That's how many
Chicago voters cast a

ballot in the last
mayoral election in
February of  2015. 

Candidates compete in this election for:

Mayor

City Treasurer

City Clerk

All 50 members of City
Council (also known as
Aldermen)

Chicago's chief executive officer
who leads the City Council.

Manages all cash, investments, and
pension funds for the City of
Chicago to promote growth.

Keeps records and legislation for the
City of Chicago and makes official
documents accessible to residents.

Aldermen have great power
over decisions that affect
their wards (neighborhoods)
and vote in City Council,
which meets every month to
discuss all proposed City laws,
zoning changes, traffic control
issues, mayoral appointees,
and financial decisions.

Your vote matters! You have the power to remove those who practice injustice.

Learn about each candidate on your ballot at www.ballotready.org

If you are a citizen and have served your sentence and have 
been released, you are again eligible to vote in Illinois.

Who CAN vote?

93%

63%

73%

Who CANNOT vote?

People who have already served
their sentence for conviction of a
crime and have been released
People on probation or parole
People who have been arrested
or charged with a crime but
have NOT been convicted of that
crime
People who are in jail awaiting
trial for a crime they have been
charged with (for example, most
residents of Cook County Jail)

People in jail or prison serving a
sentence for conviction of a crime
People on furlough from jail or prison
Residents of Adult Transition Centers
Non-U.S. citizens
People under 18 years old

*Based on research conducted by the members of the Law and Policy Think Tank of Stateville Correctional Center and
supervised by Dr. Christina Rivers of DePaul University

feel their right to vote is
"very important"

are unaware of their
right to vote after release

are  unaware of the process
required in Illinois to

reclaim their voting rights

Did you know?
According to people incarcerated in Stateville Correctional Center*:

GET HELP VOTING

Check if you are registered at:

http://ova.elections.il.gov/RegistrationLookup.aspx

To register again, visit:

https://ova.elections.il.gov

866-
OUR-
VOTE

QUESTIONS?
Were you turned away from the polls? Do you

feel your voting rights were violated?  

More resources:  

Election
Protection

Find your closest polling place:

https://ova.elections.il.gov/PollingPlaceLookup.aspx

Illinois State Board of Elections: 312-814-6440
  

Cook County Clerk’s Office (for suburban Cook County voters): 312-603-5656

Chicago Board of Election Commissioners: 312-269-7900 (TTY 312-269-0027)
  

Call Election Protection at 866-OUR-VOTE
For help in Spanish: 888-VE-Y-VOTA


